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Tales of the Revolution and of the People
"A Diary of the

Russian Revolution"
.AMES L. IIOUGHTKLIXG'S AJ Diary of the liumian Revolution is

an unpretentious little book, a
direct personal narrative of the first days

of tin; Kussian revolution in early spring,
3!)17. The author was in Petrograd w)ien

things were happening. Naturally he ilid

not see them all, lut he saw as much as
the iiiot alert of his readers could have
done, and he makes the reader feel that he
was then", too.

Tlicre is humor as well as the thrill of
the unexpected in Houghtcling's story.
Ahuid stories got sent abroad. It was
acknowledged at the American Embassy
in lMrorad that corresponduits wen;

Tie worst possible to
Ann rica."

Tin; revolution was the circus, hut it
did not interfere with (he sideshows" nor
wilh normal pursuits. As a battle

troops was going on behind barri-
cades on the broad avenue of the Litciny
hoppers ?t tolled down the thoroughfare

and canie and went in and out of the
stoic?. Iloughteling and other
3oung Aiiericans, who-- ; curiosity led
tliem to get into the thick of many fusses,
caused a small debate in the Duma, where
it was asserted (hat tht; young men's be-

havior was evidence that the United
States hafl recognized the revolutionary
government!

a ni.vnv or the rkssiax kkvom:--
Tlt).V. Rv .lAMCH I,. HOIUKTKI.I.SU. I)o(!(l,
Mead 4. Co.

"Miss Amerikanka"

TU B impressions of an American girl
in Russia, and her reactions to

Russia, are set down in Miss Amerihatda
with a charm and sympathy that brings
that country very close to the reader. At
this particular time any work which sheds

light on the character and personality of
a people on whom the uttcntion of the
whole world is centred is of peculiar
interest. -

Miss Gilbreath's book treats of Russia
as it was in the early days of the war
but her picture of tlie Hussions i3 one
that will help us better to understand the
background and soil of the Russian
lution and its subsequent tragedies.

M. Novinsky, through whose eyes Miss
Amerikanka is enabled to fee the coun-

try in its most poignant aspects, says
prophetically:

"The. Russia yon sec is the Russia of
to-da- y; what Russia of will
be no one knows. In time wc shall evolve
into a great free nation. In time but
what is one man's lifetime in the evolu-

tion of a race?
"For the next hundred years we are

going to be the most unhappy people in
the world."

Into the writing of Miss Amerikanka
went an extraordinary degree of under-

standing and sincerity. There are poeti-

cal descriptions of the steppes, of,

grad and Moscow; and there are flashes

f vision that are breath taking. A deli-

cate romance binds the impressions
and brings the courageous Amer-

ican girl into a closer eontaet with the
reader.

MISS AMEEIKANKA. Br Olivk Gil-xar.v-

Harper and Brothers. $1.40.

Russian Experiences
MONO the season's books on Russia

A there is none of more significance

than Maurice Baring's A Tear in Russia,
and this in spite of the faet that it is the
second edition of a collection of letters
contributed to the London Morning Post
in 1906-190- 7. For the events of that year,
in Mr. Baring's estimation, brought about
the present conditions in Russia.

The letters, written in an easy and direct
style, show well the state of inconceivable

demoralization prevalent at the time they
were done. Russian prisons were so

packed that the following dialogue took

J f'MMMsaia Kraro : "Wa
have been looklnc tor a book ftom Uw
front, written br a rouse man wboa jil
U tour bod by the deeper rannlnss of the
war."
OVER THERE AND RACK
By Lieut. Joseph S. Smith
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place one day between a minister and
his subordinate:

Tub Ministfr: We must let some of the
prisoners out.

The Suiiormkatk: How manyl
Thk Misisteh: Say r.,000.
Tiir Hcvordikatk: Why 5,000t
Tut Minihtek: A nice even number.
The SrBORMNATE: Hut bowl Whichl

How shall we choose themf
The Minister: liCt out any 5,000. What

does it matter to themf Any o.OOO will be
as plraced as any other to be let out.

Ruth l'icrec's letters to her mother and
father published under the title Trapped
in "Black Russia" are in contrast very
much the work of an amateur. Extremely
personal in tone, they are given largely to
describing a period of arrest under sus-

picion of espionage and an interminable
wait for passports in company with the
writer's husband and a friend. In speak-
ing of the women of Russia she says:
"When we left the monastery a group of
wounded soldiers were just entering.
With them was a woman in a man's uni-

form. Her hair was curly and short and
her chin pointed. Her feet looked ridicu-
lously small in the heavy, high soldier's
boots, and in spite of her strut her knees
knocked together in an unmistakably fem-

inine manner. But the men -- treated her
quite as one of themselves. One soldier,
who had his lag eut off up to the thigh,
supported himself by her shoulder."

A YEAR IN BU8SIA. Br Mauricx Bawno.
E. P. Duttoa Co. tifiO.

TRAPl'KD IN "BLACK BU8RIA." Bt
Both Fnacx. Houghton Miflin Com-

pany. $1.25.

"The Mad Monk of
Russia. Iliodcr"

"life, memories and confeawons"THE Sergius Trufanoff, or lliodor,
presented in TAe Mad Monk of Russia,
lliodor, is an astonishing mixture of per-

sonal vanity, gossip, scandal and intrigue,
lliodor from a student became a fanat-
ical preacher, travelling about Russia and
listened to devoutly by millions. He be-

came intimately acquainted with the infa-
mous Rasputin. Hiodor does sot conceal
bis butred of Rasputin, whom he describes
as physically, mentally and morally filthy.

The book says that Rasputin, while
drunk, admitted to Madame Trufanoff
that he end the Czarina were plotting a
separate peaee with Germany because
they knew that if peaee did not come the
monarchy would fall. This is a sample
of the things with which the book is filled,
things that tax the reader's credulity or
overtax it. But it is exciting reading.

THE MAD MONK OF BDS8IA, HJODOB.
Br Snores TaurANorr (Iuoooa). The
Century Company. $2.

"Taras Bulba"
almost with the

COINCIDENT Ukrainian peaee with

Geitnany, and the offer of the Cossacks

to assist Japan in protecting Siberia,
comes tbe publication in Everyman's Li-

brary of some of Gogol's best tales.
Bora kXittleRBia ialSW, with Gat--

sack blood in his vein, Gogol was one of
the lirst Russian writeis to piotest against
the Russian literature which

up to his time had been influenced by
foreign models. With true Cossack dis-

regard for restriction and a poet's love

of both the joyous and sad songs of
I'kruine, he injected into the effete lit-

erature of his age the wild, barbaric spirit
of his race.

Ilis pictures of the fighting, drunken,
religious Cossacks are etched deep and he
prefers the picturesque, nomadic, irre-

sponsible Cossacks of the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries to tho.se who, in the
nineteenth century, were trained to main-

tain the autocracy of the Czars. -
Tubas Iiulba is regarded by some as the

iinest short work in Russian literature, and
the other stories in the book are equally
informing as to Kussi.iu beliefs and
custom-- .

T AI! AS ttl'MSA A.VI) OTHER TALES.
I!v XiKoi-- u V. Couoi.. E. 1. Uiitton Si

Co. tiO cents.
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The Desert Pictured--.
OTllIXtt could bear higher testi

mony to the literary quality of a
book on so unusual a subject as the Colo-

rado Desert than that it should have

gone through fifteen editions in seventeen

vears. To celebrate the steady popularity
ot John C. Van Dyke's The Desert the
publishers have profusely illustrated the
newest edition with interesting photo-
graphs of those waste lands, as well as of
the Colorado River, which runs through
them.

Undoubtedly the writing was a labor
of felicity to the author, for he ap-

proaches his theme with awe and rever-
ence, and envelops with poetic imagery
the little things that ordinarily would
escape a less observing eye.

Perhaps such a book has appealed to
recluses not of the physical but the
mental sort, for there is a difference.
Hermits ore physical recluses, while peo-

ple with poetic imagination are fre-

quently mental recluses. The author
writes: "A sensitive feeling for sound or
form or color, an impressionable ner
vous organization, do not belong to the
man with the hoe, much less the man with
the bow. It is to be feared that they are
indicative of some physical degeneration,
some decline in bone and muscle, some
abnormal development of the emotional
nature."

It is in this spirit that the author hag
done his work, and that to him the desert
has become a subject of keen faaeinatioa
is altogether patent when he Bays, "The
weird solitude, the great silence, the grim
desolation arc the very things with which
the desert wanderer eventually falk in
love. The desert is overwhelmingly silent.
There is not a sound to be heard, aad not
a thing moves save the winds and the sky."

Yet amid this great waste .are plant

THE COMPANY,

gaaaaala"' "f

LaaaaaKr M''TH
aaaaaaaaaaVlaf ;"-- ' JJUB I '''aaaaaaaaaaV 'aataaaaaf s
aaaaaaaaaafaW - '
aaaaaaaaW i$M-Pxx- t

aaT "aPSaav- -

r ..',.'...; ,

' . " 'HN '

V ; :f ?v.V

,
te'

MURIEL. HINE
Author cf'The Besi in Life

and animal life. The palm, the ocatOla,

the cactus, the lluvia d'oro, the saltbuah
and the lichen all manage to thrive in this
arid area. Likewise the jackrabbit, the
rock squirrel, the prairie dog, the mule
deer, the coyote, the mountain lion, the
gray wolf, the fox and the reptile all find
sustenance in their solitary home. The
mesas, the foothills, the Grand Canyon,
the long stretches o'f sand, the ever chang-

ing colorful sky these are the poetic sym-

bols of Nature's mysterious intentions.
In a few places the author has discov-

ered the remains of man's former habita- -,

tion the padres whose monasteries have
crumbled to the earth and tbe men of
the stone age who lave left silent souve-

nirs of their ancient activity.
It is only in great silences like those of

the desert that man feds the pulsation of
the stillness tapping upon bis eardrums,"
and who knows but that it is the aadiU
pasting of tiaef

There is not a dull page in the book,
and the lambent, rhythmic style raises eveal 1

the commonplace observations to poetia
v

heights. Books of this kind are always
rare tribute to literature, for they prove

conclusively that by the power of worth
that which if dead can be brought to
life. Without poetic imagery this waste
place of America would have gone wt--
honored, unloved aad ansung.

THE DESEBT. Bt John C. Van Dm
Charles Scribaer 'a Boaa. 2.

Ernest Poole's New Book

"THE DARK PEOPLE"

Russia's Crisis
Bj the author ot "The Harbor," etc.

A wholly remarkable and informing book, touching
on almost every phase of the Russian situation,

written out of Mr. Poole's recent experiences in

Russia. This is perhaps the first truly intelligent

account of the real forces at work in Russia for her

ultimate salvation. Vividly written, fearlessly di-

rect, Mr. Poole's story carries a message from a great

people.

MACMILLAN

III. fl-S-

Publishers,

.

NEW YORK.
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